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''I think we have lots more questions than you can answer in an hour.'' Superintendent 
Connie Williams  
 
The location of Hoover 's third high school and the fate of its first one were issues 
Superintendent Connie Williams had hoped to gain information on during last week's 
meeting with City Council members.  
 
Instead, the meeting ended with little discussion on those topics, but Williams and 
Mayor Tony Petelos said they hope it was only the beginning of a better dialogue 
between city and school officials.  
 
''I think we have lots more questions than you can answer in an hour,'' Williams said 
after the meeting between council and school board members.  
 
The superintendent had asked for council members' suggestions on a new 
high school site, as well as their thoughts on what should be done with the old Berry 
Middle School .  
 
The Columbiana Road campus, once the city's only high school , is set to close next 
year as students move to the new Berry Middle School at Spain Park.  
 
Williams said she hopes city and school officials will start meeting on a quarterly basis, 
and in future meetings, she hopes there will be time for public comment.  
 
Petelos also said he hopes to plan more joint meetings to continue to discuss 
developing issues, like the opening of a new high school .  
 
Location, location  
 
Choosing the right location for the school will be a tough decision, the mayor said, 
because there are a lot of unknowns about future development in the city.  
 
About 50 people, including parents and city and school employees, attended the 
meeting, which had been in the works for several months.  
 
The council and school board had planned to meet in late August, but that meeting was 
postponed because of Hurricane Katrina.  
 
Last week's meeting, originally set for 6 p.m., was changed to 5 p.m. because of 
scheduling conflicts with some officials. 4H  



 
It was the first time council and school board members had met as a group since a bitter 
battle over the city's funding for schools was waged last summer in neighborhoods, 
carpool lines and PTO meetings.  
 
Petelos opened the meeting by outlining various city projects, including his plan to build 
an indoor track, meeting and fine arts facility near Hoover Metropolitan Stadium.  
 
He said the project also could benefit the schools, by serving as a venue for various 
functions, including high school graduations.  
 
Arena proposal  
 
Petelos said he wanted ideas from the school system on building the complex, in which 
he proposes a possible arena seating capacity of 5,000.  
 
Williams said the facility would probably offer the schools opportunities for meetings and 
sporting events. But she questioned whether the acoustics of such a building would 
make it an appropriate venue for the system's fine arts program.  
 
School board member Joe Dean asked how the city would pay for the facility, estimated 
at about $15 million.  
 
In addition to $3 million set aside for the project in the city budget, Petelos said he is 
seeking money from the state and private donors.  
 
''We're looking for somebody that wants to put their name on a building with a nice 
donation,'' Petelos said, adding that similar facilities in the Southeast have been named 
after corporate donors.  
 
Before the meeting, Williams gave each official a binder filled with school statistics, 
including financial and demographic information, as well as enrollment history and 
projections.  
 
She referred to the information to talk about the coming need for a third high school , 
and asked for information from the city on a timeline for building it. School officials 
estimate the project would cost at least $60 million and require 100 acres.  
 
Councilman Gene Smith asked if campuses could be reconfigured to keep sixth-graders 
at the elementary school level and ninth-graders at the middle school level.  
 
He wondered if following that plan, and adding the extra fields that would be necessary 
for added extra-curricular activity at each campus, would be cheaper than building a 
new high school .  
 
Dean said that plan would raise concerns about curriculum, while Gary McBay, director 



of school services, said most elementary and middle schools would not have room to 
add fields.  
 
Councilman Mike Natter asked whether 100 acres was necessary for a high school , or 
whether that figure was being used simply to mirror the facilities at Hoover and Spain 
Park high schools.  
 
Natter said he is confident construction prices will continue to rise in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina, and the trend could last a long time.  
 
''Is there any way we can do something smaller?'' he asked.  
 
Williams said the 100-acre requirement is not necessarily tied to the classroom space, 
but to sports fields which must be standard size.  
 
''The building itself could be smaller, but that's really not the space-consuming part of 
the campus,'' she said.  
 
There was little discussion about the location of a third high school , although Natter 
asked if there was land the city could annex for the sole purpose of a high school .  
 
Dean and Williams said there is a concern about having a school on the edge of the 
city. That was one of the complaints about Berry Middle School 's Columbiana Road 
campus, Williams said.  
 
An ideal place for a school , she said, is the center of its zone.  
 
At the close of the meeting, Smith asked school board members what concerns they 
wanted to share with council members.  
 
Dean, the only board member to respond, said the city has got to come to grips with its 
diversity and the fact that its growth will continue to increase demands on 
the school system.  
 
''I personally do not want the city to ever lose sight of how many people are affected by 
the decision of how you allocate funds for schools,'' he said.  
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