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HOOVER SCHOOLS  
 
Members of the Hoover City Council and the Hoover Board of Education sat down 
together Tuesday to discuss the challenges of serving growing neighborhoods in the 
first meeting of the two bodies since a bitter public battle was waged over the city's 
funding for schools.  
 
Council members and school board members sat side by side during the one-hour 
meeting, which was dominated by comments from Mayor Tony Petelos and 
Superintendent Connie Williams. Both outlined various projects and needs in the city 
and the school system.  
 
Most of the officials offered little or no comment during the discussion, which covered 
the need for a third high school and a plan to build an indoor track and meeting facility.  
 
Petelos, however, called the meeting a success and said he wants to have more.  
 
''We had a rough summer,'' the mayor said after the meeting. ''It was a good first step.''  
 
Before the council approved a new city budget in September, parents protested over 
last year's funding cut to schools.  
 
Joined by Williams, parents called on the council to restore school funding to 16 percent 
of sales tax revenue, a rate that had been allocated since 1994 before it was capped at 
$2 million in December.  
 
At the time, council members cited other needs in the city and an $80 million 
windfall Hoover schools were set to receive from a Jefferson County bond issue 
supported by a 1 cent sales tax. But the money has been caught up in a legal 
challenge.  
 
In the new city budget, the council approved $7.1 million for schools, an amount that 
kept the system from dipping into its reserves. Under the old rate, the system would 
have received $8.2 million this year.  
 
Questions remain over the city's long-term plans for school funding, and during 
Tuesday's meeting, school board member Joe Dean asked if the city would return the 
money that was cut if the county sales tax falls through.  
 
Councilwoman Mari Morrison said the city would continue to be generous with the 
schools, ''but that was last year. It's a new year.''  
 



Councilman Gene Smith asked Williams what the school system did without because of 
the funding cut, and she cited the need to hire more people and offer higher salaries.  
 
Smith said the city faces similar challenges.  
 
About 50 people, including parents and city and school employees, attended.  
 
Trisha Crain, a parent, said she was glad to see council and school board members 
together.  
 
''There were some awkward moments, but I thought that was good that some of the 
tougher stuff was discussed, even if it was briefly,'' she said. ''I think there will be some 
more bumps in the road, but to keep the two groups talking together is the key to 
keeping the city strong.''  
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