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This year, the soccer teams at Spain Park High School have what the school's football, 
baseball and softball players already had: a press box .  
 
The bottom of the two-story structure will be a concession stand, with space for storage. 
The top will provide a sheltered area for the announcer during games and a place to 
store sound equipment.  
 
Gena Morris, athletic director for Spain Park High, said the soccer field was the only 
athletic venue without a press box in the original construction of the school.  
 
Previously, ''the announcer was sitting in the rain on the sideline,'' and the sound 
system had to be wheeled in and out, she said. Tents brought in to provide cover during 
previous games had blown away in the wind, she said.  
 
''There was just a real need for that program to be brought up to the same standard as 
our other programs,'' Morris said.  
 
Soccer has become increasingly popular in recent years, Morris said. All the 
school's soccer teams use the field.  
 
Gary McBay, director of school services for the Hoover school system, said the 
structure, made of concrete and steel, has electricity but no plumbing.  
 
Construction began last fall and was completed in the spring, McBay said. The final 
change orders were approved by the school board in September.  
 
According to the change orders, the final cost of the construction contract with 
Birmingham's Sun Building Co. came in at about $169,400. The school system also 
paid about $66,000 for materials on its own.  
 
Adding in about $25,000 in architectural and engineering fees noted in financial 
documents provided to the school board last spring, the cost of the project came in at 
about $260,900.  
 
A press box was built on the soccer field at Hoover High in 2001.  
 
Press boxes are common on athletic fields at other nearby schools, too. At some 
schools, such as Vestavia Hills and Homewood high schools, soccer teams, which play 
in the spring, share field space with football teams.  
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